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‘ ’

‘ ’
The Bastard of Istanbul

The Bastard of Istanbul

LITERATURE REVIEW 
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‘ ’

‘ ’
The Bastard of Istanbul

The Bastard of Istanbul

LITERATURE REVIEW 
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Mythology, Taboo, and Cultural Identity in Elif Shafak's "The 
Bastard of Istanbul."

Barthes’ concept of myth

METHOD 

Castells’

he characters’ identity in the novel. 

The Bastard of Istanbul Istanbulites’
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 

The Bastard of Istanbul

 
The Construction of Legitimizing Identity 
 

"There aren't monarchs anymore, we are a modern nation." (p. 28) 

people’s 
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"There aren't monarchs anymore, we are a modern nation." (p. 28) 

people’s 

Moh Zaimil  Al iv in ,  Miftahul Huda 
 

The state’s f

‘authorized’ 

"Turk Street! Aren't they everywhere?" (p. 93) 

"The claims of the Armenians are based on exaggeration and distortion. 
Come on. Some go as far as claiming that we killed two million 
Armenians. No historian in his right mind would take that seriously." (p. 
210) 
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Since they won't join us in our recognition of the past, we are expected to 
join them in their ignorance of the past. (p. 184)

s’

‘ ’

"Of course, I do," Asya said. "How can I not know the end of a story I must 
have listened to at least a hundred times? (p. 132)
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Since they won't join us in our recognition of the past, we are expected to 
join them in their ignorance of the past. (p. 184)

s’

‘ ’

"Of course, I do," Asya said. "How can I not know the end of a story I must 
have listened to at least a hundred times? (p. 132)
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I myself have been brainwashed to deny the Genocide because I was raised 
by some Turk named Mustafa! What kind of a joke is that? (p. 53) 

‘ ’ 

"My family is a bunch of clean freaks. Brushing away the dirt and dust of 
the memories! They always talk about the past, but it is a cleansed version 
of the past. That's the Kazancis' technique of coping with problems; if 
something's nagging you, well, close your eyes, count to ten, wish it never 
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happened, and the next thing you know, it has never happened, hurray! 
Every day we swallow yet another capsule of mendacity...." (p. 147)

It's gone. No traces left behind... 
There are no traces, no records, no reminiscences of the Armenian family 
who lived in that building at the beginning of the century. (p. 182)

ey’s

The Construction of Resistance Identity 
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"What will that innocent lamb tell her friends when she grows up? My 
father is Barsam Tchakhmakhchian, my great-uncle is Dikran Stamboulian, 
his father is Varvant Istanboulian, my name is Armanoush 
Tchakhmakhchian, all my family tree has been Something Somethingian, 
and I am the grandchild of genocide survivors who lost all their relatives at 
the hands of Turkish butchers in 1915, but I myself have been brainwashed 
to deny the Genocide because I was raised by some Turk named Mustafa! 
What kind of a joke is that? (p. 53)

Armenians’ common 
Dikran’s action 

‘authorized’ 

Her face faded from determination to resignation as she slowly bobbed her 
head and added: "Only an Armenian can understand what it means to be so 
drastically reduced in numbers. We've shrunk like a pruned tree.... Rose can 
date and even marry whomever she wants, but her daughter is Armenian 
and she should be raised as an Armenian." (p. 59)
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I'm okay, wrote Madame My-Exiled-Soul. But I've not been able to find 
grandma's house. In its place, there is an ugly modern building. It's gone. 
No traces left behind... 
There are no traces, no records, no reminiscences of the Armenian family 
who lived in that building at the beginning of the century. (p. 182)

"The thing is, the Armenian intelligentsia were the first to be executed so 
that the community would be left without its leading brains." (p. 209)

All we Armenians ask for is the recognition of our loss and pain, which is 
the most fundamental requirement for genuine human relationships to 
flourish. This is what we say to the Turks: Look, we are mourning, we have 
been mourning for almost a century now because we lost our loved ones, 
we were driven out of our homes, banished from our land; we were 
treated like animals and butchered like sheep. We have been denied even 
a decent death. Even the pain inflicted on our grandparents is not as 
agonizing as the systematic denial that followed. (p. 184)
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agonizing as the systematic denial that followed. (p. 184)
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If you have no appreciation of history and ancestry, no memory and 
responsibility, and if you live solely in the present, you certainly can claim 
that. But the past lives within the present, and our ancestors breathe 
through our children, and you know that.... (p. 55)
"You have to understand, despite all the grief that it embodies, history is 
what keeps us alive and united." (p. 179)

The Construction of Project Identity 
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‘ ’
and the ‘opponent’ 

She being none of these, it was hard to make sense of this indifference, 
even if it was such a flickering one. (p. 3)

She was the only woman in the whole family and one of the few among all 
Turkish women who used such foul language so unreservedly, 
vociferously, and knowledgeably; (p. 4)
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"Well, I do not demolish anyone, do I?" Asya felt the need to defend herself. 
"All I want is to be free and to be myself and all that shit.... If only I could 
be left on my own. .." (p. 146)

This kind of "national responsibility" was utterly foreign to Asya Kazanci. 
Never before had she felt part of a collectivity, and she had no intention of 
being so now or in the future. Yet here she was accomplishing a pretty 
good impersonation of someone else, someone who had gotten patriotic 
overnight. How could she now step outside her national identity and be 
her pure, sinning self? (p. 199)

"What's the use of it?" was Asya's curt answer. "Why should I know 
anything about the past? Memories are too much of a burden." (p. 179)
Yours is a crusade for remembrance, whereas if it were me, I'd rather be 
just like Petite-Ma, with no capacity for reminiscence whatsoever." (p. 
179)
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CONCLUSIONS 

’  Elif Shafak’s The 
Bastard of Istanbul

Turks’ power 
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